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‘Woolf’ remake knocking 
on Warner Bros, door?

“ Not a scintilla of tru th!” is 
what we were told about the fol
lowing, but I'm going to discuss it 
anyway, because these days I’m 
getting better stuff from my read
ers than the usual sources.

“ Dear Liz: The rumor running 
around the Warner Bros, lot is 
that they're planning a remake of 
‘Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?’ 
with Jack Nicholson, Susan 
Sarandon, Tom Cruise and Nicole 
Kidman, to be directed by either 
Paul Verhoeven or Adrian Lyne. 
Bring on the color version! ”
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Now, just to refresh your movie 
memory, this means Nicholson 
and Sarandon would play George 
and Martha, the roles originally 
essayed by Richard Burton and 
Elizabeth Taylor. Tom and Nicole 
would play Nick and Honey, the 
hapless “ guests” w ho were por
trayed by George Segal and San
dy Dennis.

Warner s, I repeat, says there s 
just no truth to it. Too bad, I say.

■ ■ ■
Things that make you go, 

Hmmmmm! David Ehrenstein of 
The Advocate is a black movie 
critic — the o n ly  black movie crit
ic who writes for a national publi
cation. And David Ehrenstein is 
one of the very few’ journalists, 
black or white, who was not al
lowed into Spike Lee’s presence 
to talk about “ Malcolm X.”

Oh, David Ehrenstein is also 
gay. Did I forget to mention that? 

■ ■ ■

“ Mitigating circumstances,” 
Dutton’s new courtroom thriller 
from writer Nancy Taylor Rosen
berg, has been snapped up by Tri 
Star for big-screen treatment.
Jay Presson Allen will script it, 
and Jonathan Demme is slated to 
direct.

■ ■ ■
There’s nothing but talk about 

the new super-hit, Francis Ford 
Coppola’s “Bram Stoker’s Dracu
la.” Now, oth#r vampire movies 
have begun to re-emerge from 
their celluloid tombs. All of Lugo
si’s old stuff ... Christopher Lee’s 
incarnations ... the 1936 cult clas
sic “ Dracula's Daughter,” in 
which Gloria Holden portrays a 
desperately unhappy vampire 
who even seeks psychiatric help

(and seems to prefer female vic
tims) ... and now, another “ Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula” has popped 
up!

Some of you may remember 
that back in early 1974, Dan 
Curtis — the man who brought us 
“Winds of War,” “War and Re
membrance” and, of course, 
“ Dark Shadows” — presented a 
television movie called “ Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula” starring Jack 
Palance. It had originally been 
scheduled to air some months 
previously, in October of 1973 — 
the very night Vice President Spi
ro Agnew announced his resigna
tion. (There was much talk about 
stakes plunging through hearts 
that evening among Curtis’ pro
duction staff!) So Dan’s lavish 
vampire tale had the ground cut 
from under it, so to speak. When 
it finally was broadcast, this 
“Dracula” received terrific re
views, along with raves for the 
Palance performance.

Now, this Dan Curtis labor of 
love, which hasn’t been seen 
since a TV outing in 1976, w ill be 
reshown from 8 to IO p.m. by CBS 
on Saturday.

Director/producer Curtis just 
completed production on his lat
est work — a non-scary movie, 
“Taking Gary Feldman.” This 
stars Danny Aiello. Cathy Mori
arty, Anita Morris and David 
Dukes.

■ ■ ■
Diana. Princess of Wales, and 

Fergie, the (just barely) Duchess 
of York, are royally served up via 
the Star tabloid’s special issue, 
“Diana and Fergie,” which is on 
the newsstands. Complete with 
revealing photos and breathless, 
deathless prose, this collector’s 
item contains everything you — 
or any self-respecting, gossip-lov
ing Royalophile — will ever need 
to know about them.

But wait, there’s more: Robin 
Leach and “Good Morning Amer
ica's” Chantal co-host a two-hour 
special, “The Royal Family in 
Crisis,” live from London on Dec. 
8. Highlights surely will be “un
told family secrets” from Diana’s 
step-grandmother, romance nov
elist Barbara Cartland, and the 
first on-camera interview with 
Diana's astrologer, Penny Thorn
ton. I bet Diana would love to just 
get away from it all with a little 
stroll across London Bridge. P ar
ticularly since London Bridge is 
now in Arizona.
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Louise Mandrell — Could 
she be country’s Paula Abdul?
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Louise 
Mandrell drinks vitamin-fortified 
juices before shows to give her ener
gy. She also avoids eating for six 
hours before the curtain rises so she 
doesn’t get lethargic come show
time.

“ It’s like a jogger getting ready 
for a run,” Mandrell said.

So the doughnut she ate during a 
recent interview in her palatial lake
side home seemed a bit misplaced.

What’s not misplaced, however, is 
her solidified standing in the formi
dable lineup of Mandrell talent.

Her sister, Barbara, has always 
been regarded as the wholesome su
perstar, the leader. Sister Irlene, 
who portrays a dippy telephone op
erator on “ Hee Haw,” is the comedic 
one.

Louise Mandrell performs periodi
cally in a new 4.000 seat theater in 
the country music hotbed of Bran
son, Mo. Wrhen not there, she’s enter
taining across America in a high-en
ergy family show with glitz.

Her shows have prompted some to 
call her a country Paula Abdul.

“ I love her but I’d never put 
myself in her category,” Mandrell 
sa id . “ She s an unbelievable 
dancer.”

Tim Russert’s aim: Press politicians’ buttons

COOKE: Cooke bids farewell
Continued from Page I

1941) than in his native England.
While Cooke’s retirement from 

“Masterpiece Theatre” hasn’t gen
erated the publicity of, say, Johnny 
Carson’s departure from “The To
night Show,” his leaving raises the 
question about who will replace him. 
And when.

“These are very, very, very big 
shoes to fill,” said Rebecca Eaton, 
“ Masterpiece Theatre’s” executive 
producer. “ He (Cooke) has defined 
not only ‘Masterpiece Theatre’ for 21 
years, but for many people, he has 
defined PBS.”

A new host has not yet been select
ed. In the meantime, Stephen Fry,

B y F razier  M oore
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — You wouldn’t 
say the camera exactly loves “ Meet 
the Press” moderator Tim Russert. 
But they’ve become pals.

“The fact that I don’t look like a 
typical TV person probably under
scores my credibility,” he says. “ I 
hope so.”

This newsman's pleasant, beefy 
appearance is less that of an emerg
ing star than a big cartoon pooch 
who lives to chase the neighbor’s 
cat. Aptly, Russert goes after Wash
ington’s power elite with his own 
brand of zesty doggedness every 
week.

At NBC’s Washington headquar
ters on a recent Sunday morning, 
“ Meet the Press” has just signed off. 
After bidding good day to his panel
ists David Broder of the Washington 
Post and Robert Novak of the Chica
go Sun-Times, Russert heads for his 
office, clearly pleased with how the 
hour went.

His mission, he says, is “to hold 
the politicians’ feet to the fire and, in 
the course of that, make some 
news.”

This morning, he seems to have 
done a bit of both during an ex
change with Bob Dole, the powerful 
Senate minority leader who looms as 
a tough opponent to the incoming

Clinton administration.
Russert asked, “ Will Bob Dole be 

a candidate for president in 1996?”
Dole, 1,300 miles away in his 

hometown of Russell, Kan., coughed 
out a pre-emptory chuckle. Then he 
went on to say it’s too early to tell.

Russert: “ But you’re keeping the 
door open.”

Dole: “Never close any doors.”
They danced another round, then 

Russert put it this way: “Senator, 
you’re 69 years old. If you were 59 
this morning, would you have any 
doubt about being a candidate in 
’96?”

“ Not much,” said Dole, and every
one laughed.

“ I think it was important for the 
American people to learn this morn
ing that Dole himself is thinking of 
running for president,” Russert says 
afterward. “Every time he is in a po
sition to obstruct something that 
Clinton wants to do, it may not be 
just a minority leader trying to rep
resent his party — he also may have 
some personal mission.”

If Russert thinks like a pol, good 
reason. An attorney, the Buffalo na
tive served as counselor to New 
York Gov. Mario Cuomo and as chief 
of staff for U.S. Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, a Democrat from New 
York.

Then, in 1984, Russert came to 
NBC News as the executive in 
charge of the “Today” show Three 
years ago, he moved to Washington 
as NBC’s bureau chief and a senior 
vice president.

Russert had plenty to do, but even 
on his day off, his passion for politics 
spirited him back to work. He had to 
be there for “ Meet the Press” (at 
8:30 a.m. on WMAQ Channel 5).

After coaching from the sidelines 
a few months, Russert went into the 
game when a slot on the “ MTP” pan
el needed filling. Then, last Decem
ber, moderator Garrick Utley took a 
New York-based assignment and left 
the show.

Much to his surprise, Russert in 
sists, and in perhaps the sole case of 
a network exec going public as regu
lar on-air talent, this broadcasting 
neophyte was handed the “ Meet the

Press” torch. He’s been using it to 
singe his guests’ tootsies ever since.

Under his stewardship, the pro 
gram has expanded to an hour and, 
recently, marked its 45th anniver
sary — three years older than its 
host.

Although “ Meet the Press” re
mains second to ABC rival “This 
Week With David Brinkley” in the 
national ratings, in the important 
New York and Washington markets, 
Russert comes out on top.

“Where do I go from here? 
Nowhere, I hope,” says Russert, who 
also serves as on-air analyst for 
NBC’s political coverage. “ I would 
like to be running the bureau 
through another presidential elec
tion cycle.

“And I want to preside over the 
50th anniversary of ‘Meet the Press.' 
That will be a real landmark day in 
television.”

The 38-year-old Mandrell has per
formed onstage since her teen-age 
years when she worked on the Grand 
Ole Opry as a backup singer and 
played bass guitar in sister Barba
ra ’s band.

She has toured and recorded with 
Merle Haggard and did six albums 
of her own for RCA. She once sang a 
duet with rocker Erie Carmen, “ As 
Long as We’ve Got Each Other.”

She and her sisters were stars on 
the variety show “ Barbara Mandrell 
and the Mandrell Sisters” on NBC 
from 1980 to 1982. The program has 
been in reruns recently on cable 
TV's The Nashville Network.

Elsewhere on television, Mandrell 
has run the gamut from “The To
night Show” to “ Another World” to 
“Hee Haw” to shampoo commer
cials.

The breakthrough was appearing 
with her sisters on network TV when 
country music was just beginning to 
reach the mass appeal it now enjoys.

“ If I’d had an audition, I wouldn’t 
have made the show,” she said. “ But 
I was Barbara’s sister and I was per
fect for the part.”

From there, she moved to Las 
Vegas showrooms. Then she wrote, 
produced and performed the musical 
“Love My Country” for a year at 
Nashville’s Opryland USA.

Luke’s CATERING
Ha ving A Party? Let Us Help You Plan It.

Extensive Menu, Including Plenty of Italian & 
American Specialties

GREAT PRICES • GREAT SERVICE
Perfect  For Your Holiday Parties  

For Information Call or Visit Luke’s Pizza & Pasta House
392-9981 • 1612 Rand Road • Arlington Heights

W IHOLIDAY SPECIAL
*1500 O F F  Catering Menu On

Orders *100 or More
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I his w inter discover  
the hottest action  in 
the snow belt. T he  
Silver Eagle C asino  
Cruiser. N ot a paddle 
boat, hut a luxury cruising ship 
that will change your perception  
of gambling on the Mississippi. 
W ith no-lim it gambling*, you’ll 
feel like you’re in Vegas. Play 
blackjack, craps, roulette, electronic 
poker and a variety 
of more than 450  
slot m achines.
Spoil yourself in 
our on-shore  
p avilion  w ith

sh opp ing , d in in g , 
co ck ta ils , and so 
m uch m ore. A nd  
with a Location in 
the heart of historic 

Jo Daviess C ounty you’ll find 
so many great recreational and 
cultural activities. From skiing, 
skating and sightseeing to antique 
shopping and more. So make 
your reservations today, because 

there’s no reason to 
spend the winter 
out in the cold 
when you could he 

on a hot streak.
G ill 1-800-S1LVER-1.
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who stars as Jeeves in “Masterpiece 
Theatre’s” “Jeeves and Wooster,” 
will introduce the new series of P G. 
Wodehouse stories that begins Dec. 
27.

After Cooke’s farewell comments 
Sunday, WTTW Channel l l  will 
broadcast a two-hour “ Alistair 
Cooke Farewell Salute,” beginning 
at 10:04 p.m. The program, which 
will include testimonials and pro
gram clips, sounds like the sort of 
overblown, gushy tribute that is the 
antithesis of Cooke’s crisp, analyti
cal program introductions. Better, I 
think, would be the brief and touch
ing salutation favored by Dabney 
Coleman’s Bill Bittinger on the late, 
great sitcom “ Buffalo Bill.” A sim
ple “Ciao, baby!” should suffice.

hether yer mouth is w aterin’ ferour/awfas- 
tic Texas Bar-B-Q , yer feet are itchin’ to try
country dance lessons or yer eyes and ears want 
to catch the hottest national and local live coun
try bands, you’ll be happy you came to Dumas
Walter's or the Cadillac Ranch...no matter how 
far you have to travel!V
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An Ala Carte Entertainment Concept

BEING UteACTION fiO A A t!
...rent a video using our new 

Video Guide 
in Friday's Showcase

Daily Herald New s you c a n 't get from Dow ntow n.

How Suite It Is
$ 79OO

The E m b a ssy  S u ites C oncept
Two-room suite. Private bedroom and separate 
living room with sofa bed
Free, cooked-to-order breakfast every morning.
Two-hour cocktail reception** nightly.
Two TVs, two telephones, wet bar with 
refrigerator, microwave and exercise room.

Reservations 397-1313 
Plan your Holiday Party with us!

E M B A S S Y
S UI TES

H O  T E L 

W O O D F IE L D
1939 N Meacham Rd. Schaumburg

Children Eat FREE 
Sunday -Thursday at 

Cooking with Jazz
Call fo r  details

T rice per suite, per night. Friday or 
Saturday. This ad must be presented 
upon check in. Limited number of 
suites available at this price.

“Subject to state and local laws

Operate* by Hart mart Hospitality Mansprment (troop. Im . under license (rani Km bs My Suites Int
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